St Marychurch Pre-school

Female Genital Mutilation (FMG) Policy

Statement of intent

It is our intention and essential to make all staff at our setting aware of FGM practices and the need to look for
signs, symptoms and other indicators of FGM.

Aim

If a member of staff, in the course of their work, discovers that an act of FGM appears to have been carried
out, the member of staff must report this to the Police.

Methods

Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) is illegal in England and Wales under the FGM Act 2003 (“the 2003 Act”).
It is a form of child abuse and violence against women. FGM comprises all procedures involving partial or
total removal of the external female genitalia for non-medical reasons.

Section 5B of the 2003 Actl introduces a mandatory reporting duty which requires regulated health and social
care professionals and teachers in England and Wales to report ‘known’ cases of FGM in under 18s which

they identify in the course of their professional work to the police. The duty came into force on 31 October
2015.

What is FGM?

It involves procedures that intentionally alter/injure the female genital organs for non-medical reasons.
- 4 types of procedure:

- Type 1 Clitoridectomy — partial/total removal of clitoris

- Type 2 Excision — partial/total removal of clitoris and labia minora

- Type 3 Infibulation entrance to vagina is narrowed by repositioning the inner/outer labia

- Type 4 all other procedures that may include: pricking, piercing, incising, cauterising and scraping the
genital area.

Why is it carried out?

Belief that:

- FGM brings status/respect to the girl — social acceptance for marriage
- Preserves a girl’s virginity

- Part of being a woman / rite of passage

- Upholds family honour

- Cleanses and purifies the girl



- Gives a sense of belonging to the community
- Fulfils a religious requirement

- Perpetuates a custom/tradition

- Helps girls be clean / hygienic

- Is cosmetically desirable

- Mistakenly believed to make childbirth easier
Is FGM legal?

FGM is internationally recognised as a violation of human rights of girls and women. It is illegal in most
countries including the UK.

Circumstances and occurrences that may point to FGM happening are:

- Child talking about getting ready for a special ceremony

- Family taking a long trip abroad

- Child’s family being from one of the ‘at risk’ communities for FGM (Kenya, Somalia, Sudan, Sierra Leone,
Egypt, Nigeria, Eritrea as well as non-African communities including Yemeni, Afghani, Kurdistan, Indonesia
and Pakistan)

- Knowledge that the child’s sibling has undergone FGM

- Child talks about going abroad to be ‘cut’ or to prepare for marriage

Signs that may indicate a child has undergone FGM:

- Prolonged absence from setting and other activities

- Behaviour changes on return from a holiday abroad, such as being withdrawn and appearing subdued

- Bladder or menstrual problems

- Finding it difficult to sit still and looking uncomfortable

Complaining about pain between the legs

- Mentioning something somebody did to them that they are not allowed to talk about

- Secretive behaviour, including isolating themselves from the group

- Reluctance to take part in physical activity

- Repeated urinal tract infection

- Report of abuse



The ‘One Chance’ rule
As with Forced Marriage there is the ‘One Chance’ rule. It is essential that settings

/settings/colleges act without delay and make a referral to children’s services. Female Genital
Mutilation (proceduresonline.com)
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We aim to provide a safe, stimulating, caring, happy Pre-school where all children and their families are welcome. We provide a
curriculum based on the Early Years Foundation Stage using individual children’s interest and needs.



